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Abstract
The Australian Curriculum F - 10 has identified three pillars, one of which comprises the General 

capabilities. ACARA claims that these 

“play a significant role in the Australian Curriculum in equipping young 

Australians to live and work successfully in the twenty-first century.”

The capabilities essentially underpin global citizenship education (GCE). 

Increasingly, schools are referencing GCE in their school missions, and sometimes in their marketing 

materials. Do schools REALLY educate global citizens, or do they just SAY they do? 

This presentation will focus on asking schools these questions, as well as asking about the evidence 

used to determine whether what they DO actually has an impact.
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/


Global citizenship education - GCE

UNESCO (2015) Global Citizenship Education – Topics and Learning Objectives p.12Retrieved from 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002329/232993e.pdf 24/09/17) 
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002329/232993e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002329/232993e.pdf


Not just skills & knowledge – also attitudes, values

1996

2017

(http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/rethinking-education/resources/
http://www.oecd.org/edu/school/education-2030.htm
http://en.unesco.org/gced/sdg47progress
http://en.unesco.org/gced Retrieved 23/09/17)

2015

Education 2030
1. Development of a 

conceptual learning 
framework relevant 
for 2030.

2. International 
curriculum analysis.

Sustainable Development 
Goal 4 on Education 
• Target 4.7 focuses on Global 

Citizenship Education (GCED) 
and Education for 
Sustainable Development 
(ESD).
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http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/rethinking-education/resources/
http://en.unesco.org/gced
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http://en.unesco.org/gced


a VUCA world

• The world we live in is VUCA

• We need to ramp things up –

develop competencies at a young 

age  take responsibility, action

• The power for using knowledge 

& skills comes from attitudes & 

values
5(https://youtu.be/Vi6UIQaqRvo Retrieved 24/09/19)

https://youtu.be/Vi6UIQaqRvo
https://youtu.be/Vi6UIQaqRvo


a word of caution with assessment

6(https://youtu.be/Vi6UIQaqRvo Retrieved 24/09/19)

https://youtu.be/Vi6UIQaqRvo


21 Century – living in a VUCA world

http://www.straitstimes.com/global

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-
23/north-korea-threatening-security-of-
millions,-bishop-says/8977484

https://www.nytimes
.com/?mcubz=3

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/worl
d/2017-
09/22/content_32319780.htm
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(Media reports retrieved 23/09/17

http://www.straitstimes.com/global
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-23/north-korea-threatening-security-of-millions,-bishop-says/8977484
https://www.nytimes.com/?mcubz=3
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-09/22/content_32319780.htm


23/09/17

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-22/mt-
agung-bali-volcanoo-thousands-evacuated-
amid-eruption-fears/8976224

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/wor
ld/2017-
09/22/content_32319780.htm

https://www.nytim
es.com/?mcubz=3&
WT.z_jog=1&hF=f&
vS=undefined

http://nypost.com/2017/09/13/th
e-pogrom-in-burma/

(Media reports accessed 23/09/17) 8
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21 Century – living & working in an uncertain world

Our approach to education is not 
equipping young people with the 
broad capabilities that will 
enable them to thrive in complex 
education and employment 
settings. It is time Australia 
made changes to prioritise 
teaching, assessing and 
reporting capabilities.

(http://www.mitchellinstitute.org.au/reports/preparing-young-people-for-the future-of-work/#.  Retrieved  24/09/17) 9

http://www.mitchellinstitute.org.au/reports/preparing-young-people-for-the-future-of-work/
http://www.mitchellinstitute.org.au/reports/preparing-young-people-for-the-future-of-work/


21 Century – living & working in an uncertain world

(http://www.mitchellinstitute.org.au/reports/preparing-young-people-for-the future-of-work/# p.3.  Retrieved  24/09/17)

• Types of capabilities (also referred to as noncognitive skills, 

enterprise skills, 21st Century skills) include: critical 
thinking, problem solving, creativity, curiosity, 
interpersonal and communication skills, self-
regulation, grit, entrepreneurial skills, 
teamwork and craftsmanship.

• There is a growing evidence base for the power of capabilities 
and employers are increasingly seeking them in young people.
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http://www.mitchellinstitute.org.au/reports/preparing-young-people-for-the-future-of-work/


21 Century – living & working in an uncertain world

(https://www.fya.org.au/our-research/ Retrieved  24/09/17)

By 2030, automation, 
globalisation and flexibility will 
change what we do in every job. 
To prepare young people for this 
future we must urgently shift our 
understanding of what it will 
mean to be smart in the New 
Work Order. 
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https://www.fya.org.au/our-research/


21 Century – living & working in an uncertain world

(https://www.fya.org.au/our-research/ p.4. Retrieved  24/09/17)
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https://www.fya.org.au/our-research/


GLOBALLY

Global competency for an inclusive world  p.4
(https://www.oecd.org/education/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf Retrieved 23/09/17) 13

https://www.oecd.org/education/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/education/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/education/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf


NATIONALLY

Australian Curriculum

(https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/ Retrieved 23/09/17) 14

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/


AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM F-10

General capabilities
(https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/ Retrieved  23/09/17)

3 PILLARS

• Learning areas
• General capabilities
• Cross-curriculum 

priorities
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/


Australian Curriculum - Senior secondary

State and territory curriculum, assessment and certification authorities are 
responsible for determining how the Australian Curriculum content and 
achievement standards are to be integrated into their courses…

The state and territory authorities also determine assessment and 
certification specifications for their courses and any additional 
information, guidelines and rules to satisfy local requirements…

(From https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/senior-secondary-curriculum/. Accessed 23/09/17)
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/senior-secondary-curriculum/
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ASSESSMENT & FUNDING

As explained by Jenene Rosser EXECUTIVE MANAGER (CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT)

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS QUEENSLAND

Australian Government funding to schools is conditional upon schools reporting 
student achievement against any “available national standards”. Australian 
Government funding does not specify schools’ implementation or reporting of 
general capabilities. Each state or jurisdiction determines if anything additional 
will be reported. In Victoria, schools report against general capabilities such as 
personal and social capability, that have been explicitly embedded within the 
Victorian Curriculum. In Queensland individual schools may choose to report 
against the general capabilities but very few would chose to do so.
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The TALK & the WALK – state schools
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(http://advancingeducation.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/global-schools-plan.pdf
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/global_citizenship_values_and_attitudes,21211.html
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/Pages/intvicschooling.aspx
http://www.saspa.com.au/decdsaspa-forum-extending-reach-internationalising-schools/Website information 
retrieved 23/09/17)

Tasmania is in the process of approving the development 
of a Global Learners Strategy to coordinate the building 

of global competencies of learners.

http://advancingeducation.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/global-schools-plan.pdf
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/global_citizenship_values_and_attitudes,21211.html
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/Pages/intvicschooling.aspx
http://www.saspa.com.au/decdsaspa-forum-extending-reach-internationalising-schools/
http://advancingeducation.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/global-schools-plan.pdf
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/global_citizenship_values_and_attitudes,21211.html
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/Pages/intvicschooling.aspx
http://www.saspa.com.au/decdsaspa-forum-extending-reach-internationalising-schools/


Google GCE - Queensland independent schools

(Retrieved from Google search  23/09/17)
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3 Queensland independent schools
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HILLS INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE

THE SOUTHPORT SCHOOL

TRINITY LUTHERAN COLLEGE

http://www.hills.qld.edu.au/
https://www.tss.qld.edu.au/
https://www.tlc.qld.edu.au/


3 key questions

• What do you SAY about Global Citizenship Education?

• What do you DO about Global Citizenship Education?

• How do you know what you are DOING is WORKING?

21



• Est 1992
• Co-ed day and boarding school 
• Enrolment: 500
• Jimboomba (Gold Coast Hinterland) 
• Campus includes ELICOS centre, golf 

course & Academy. (Jason Day is a 
past student.) 

• PYP IB Programme & WASC 
accreditation. 

• Lyn Davis - Director of Global 
Studies. 

• Est 1901
• Boys’ day & boarding school 
• Enrolment: 1500
• Southport, Gold Coast
• Round Square & IDEALS Week
• Hosting 25th International Boys’ 

Schools Coalition (IBSC) Conference 
in 2018

• Lisa Miller  - Head of Languages
• David Ellis – Head of Life and Faith

• Est 1981
• Co-ed day school 
• Enrolment: 1000
• Ashmore, Gold Coast
• IB PYP from Early Learning Centre to 

Year 5
• Play-is-the-Way, Restorative 

Practice, Service Learning, The Rite 
Journey

• Tsae Wong, Principal, led extensive 
stakeholders’ consultation to 
formulate the college strategic 
vision and goals for 2015-19, with 
focus on GCE. 22

YouTube link Hills College

YouTube link TSS

YouTube link TLC

https://www.tss.qld.edu.au/ibsc-2018-logo-launch/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=Hr3gChYg46s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adx9spQkVkc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxPvHuitdDg


Q.1 What do you SAY about Global Citizenship Education?

FOCUS ON:
• Does your school make any specific 

claims relating to education of 
global citizens - for example, on 
your school website or in school 
documents?

• What formal or informal 
curriculum offerings, programs or 
activities in your school help 
develop the kinds of General 
capabilities or “soft skills” in your 
students that PISA associates with 
global competence?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiHtA8k0UAY&fe
ature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiHtA8k0UAY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiHtA8k0UAY&feature=youtu.be
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Q.2 What do you DO about Global Citizenship Education?

FOCUS ON:

• Is it possible for a school to 
develop these General 
capabilities and the “attitudes 
and values” PISA identifies in 
the Global competence 
framework in ALL students?

25

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEFNHxJ4Mz4&feature
=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEFNHxJ4Mz4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEFNHxJ4Mz4&feature=youtu.be
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Q. 3 How do you know what you are DOING is WORKING?

FOCUS ON:

• How CAN / DO schools ASSESS 
the kinds of dispositions/ skills/ 
competences/ values/attitudes 
students need to live and work 
successfully in the 21C?

• What does success look like for 
your school/students? 

27
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgj4LVqOvpc&feature=
youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgj4LVqOvpc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgj4LVqOvpc&feature=youtu.be
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In summary and looking forward Q.1
• Most schools – government and non-government - take 

GCE seriously, can explain how this happens in their school, 
and where there are explicit references  to GCE.

• It would AMAZE & ASTOUND you if it was possible to 
quantify what is happening in schools around Australia.

• BUT - there is very little data for schools - non-government 
schools in particular - on scope of programs and activities, 
and how the formal, informal and enacted curriculum in 
schools develops student capabilities. 
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In summary and looking forward Q.2
• Departments of Education as well as non-

government  schools have been working on re-
shaping approaches and educational offerings to 
respond to change and uncertainty created by 
the forces of globalisation.

• The call to assess general capabilities is gaining 
momentum from inside and outside education 
agencies.
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In summary and looking forward Q.3

• Research and big data tell us what employers 
are looking for.

• Schools are re-thinking “evidence” students 
need to have in their digital CVs.

• But it’s not only about employability, it’s also 
about living well - sustainably and ethically - in 
a just and peaceful world.
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Fellow travellers on this journey are many
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Fellow travellers on this journey are many

Asia Education Foundation 
(AEF) provides school 
leaders, teachers and schools 
with curriculum resources 
and professional learning
activities to develop Asia 
capability for Foundation to 
Year 12 students in 
Australian schools.

Griffith University and Global 
Learning Centre free online PD 
course for teachers Global 
Citizenship Education: a 
passport to social cohesion
– funded by the Queensland 
Government.

High Resolves designs and 
delivers of capacity-
building experiences for 
young people and 
professional development 
packages and resources 
for teachers. 
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http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/
https://plhub.griffith.edu.au/upcoming-events/event/eve-379/global-citizenship-education-apassport-to-social-cohesion
http://www.highresolves.org/ Retrieved 26/09/17

https://plhub.griffith.edu.au/upcoming-events/event/eve-379/global-citizenship-education-apassport-to-social-cohesion
http://www.highresolves.org/
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/
https://plhub.griffith.edu.au/upcoming-events/event/eve-379/global-citizenship-education-apassport-to-social-cohesion
http://www.highresolves.org/


Please welcome a fellow traveller -our US colleague

Ms Ioana Wheeler 
Director of Global Initiatives
National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS)
Washington DC, USA

As the Director of Global Initiatives at the National Association of 
Independent Schools (NAIS), Ioana Suciu Wheeler develops new NAIS global 
partnerships, resources and international programs. Ioana also speaks at 
various events and conferences nationally and internationally, on the subject 
of global education and the NAIS global programs. 

To read more about NAIS’s global education initiatives, visit 
http://www.nais.org .
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Q & A & please share

• Your top resources, key contacts
• Thoughts, ideas
• ???s 

If interested in more….

3.1.F. Internationalisation of the curriculum: future directions in a globalised world
Day: Friday, October 13, 2017
Time: 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
Location: Harbour View 2
Session Track: Cross sector
Session Type: Panel
Chair: Prof. Betty Leask, La Trobe University
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Mariana Lane

Project Manager (International Education)

Independent Schools Queensland

e: mlane@isq.qld.edu.au
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