Empowering
international students
to take ownership of
their experience by
making important
connections







Waiting at the airport for 6
hours due to a %
misunderstanding . '
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First day at University

Expectation
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elona ' s Corparation
thark you for sating at Wiliona'd's




First
impression of
Melbourne.

| was robbed
on my 20t
day in
Melbourne.




First Job.
Started working at $12/hr.




Started working graveyard shifts at
McDonald’s where | was bullied.

| am a HINDU but was working with chicken.




| was working
at night which
makes it hard
to stay awake
in class.



Moved
houses 8
times In
1.5 Years.




There was a time in Melbourne when |
was homeless and sleeping at my work
place and laundry stores.

In those days | had a burnt arm but
never told my family back home
about my situation




| just wanted to go home as
| was going nowhere in my
life and struggling at every
stage.



"CREATIVITY IS
THE POWER
T0 CONNECT THE

SEEMINGLY
UNCONNECTED.”

- WILLIAM PLOMER
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What my relatives think I do What | think | do What | really do
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Since coming to Melbourne was against my parents WILL, | decided to work
hard and prove myself,



| started to volunteer.
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INITIATE
CHANGE

Join
CMY'’s YAG

| made important connections
and extended my networks.
Became the face of many
media campaign
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Life hasn't changed as a student, | am still
working hard, | still have issues .

But | learned to educate myself with
Australian culture , educate myself with
diversity , educate myself with team work,
educate myself with friendships, educate
myself with networks, educate myself with
events

“Don’t Go To University to Study, Go To
University To Educate Yourself “










