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Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2014

Australia 5th top destination for Iranian tertiary students



Iranian student enrolments in Australia

• 2,987 Iranian student enrolments in Australia across all 
education sectors in 2015

• 82% of enrolments in higher education

• Largest volume of enrolments in higher education were in 
Engineering and Related Technologies and Management 
and Commerce
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Iranian undergraduate and postgraduate students in Australia
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• From 2007-2016, 65 Iranians studied in Australia on an Australia Awards-
Endeavour Scholarship or Fellowship and 3 Australians studied in Iran

Dr Farshad Amiraslani

Australia-Awards Endeavour Postgraduate 
Scholarship recipient from Iran
hosted by University of Sydney

PhD on desertification management and 
monitoring

“My Endeavour Scholarship has offered a secure setting through supporting me financially, through well 
organised administration and communication linkages. Without my Endeavour Scholarship, I could have never 
studied abroad”

Source: Department of Education and Training



Research collaboration between Australia and Iran

Source: Thomson Reuters - InCites 2015



IMPACTS

Devaluation of the Iranian 
Rial

Prior financial restrictions 
above $20,000 (legislated)

Restrictions imposed by 
Australian banks

Prior international & 
Australian autonomous 

sanctions

Nuclear science research 
restrictions for Iranian 
students in Australia

Reports of students in Iran 
being excluded from 

education

Source: XE.com

Reported impacts on Iranian students



OPPORTUNITIES

Australian provider 
presence in Middle East

Iran’s demand for expanded 
management training

Nanotechnology, 
biotechnology, Halal 

products

35 science and technology 
parks in Iran

Direct cooperation between 
higher education institutes

Faculty exchanges, joint 
projects, interdisciplinary 

projects

Science and Technology Park in Tehran

Opportunities in education and training



The way forward …

Australian Government initiatives 
supporting international education

• National Strategy for International Education 2025

• Australian International Education 2025 Austrade’s long-
term market development roadmap 

• Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Australia 
Global Alumni Strategy

• Department of Immigration and Border Protection’s 
simplified student visa framework
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